
WILLIAM RANKIN 

 

 
 

 

William Rankin appears on the 1835 Pensioners Roster.  His rank was Private and Quartermaster of the North 

Carolina Militia, age 76.  He was among the very earliest settlers in what would become Tennessee.   

 

These were very dangerous times - the times of the most famous woman in early Tennessee History, who was 

Nancy Ward, a Cherokee Woman known for her kindness and protectiveness shown to the 'newcomers' of this 

land. 

 

 

 
 

 

Not known to shy away from danger, William Rankin fathered sons of the same disposition and character.  Two 

of these sons served in the War of 1812.  Son, Anthony Boon Rankin [1794-1872] is buried in Timber Ridge 

cemetery as are many of  his Family.  Son, John Moore Rankin [1792-1844] went on to Missouri, where he is 

buried in Weir Cemetery in Dade County.    

 

Included in the Pension File is a Record of the children of William and Sarah Moore Rankin: 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 



    
 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
  

 

Sarah Moore Rankin was the daughter of Anthony Moore, a Revolutionary War soldier. 

 

Excerpted from Historic Greene County and Its People, pg 242-243 
Anthony Moore, is described in Goodspeed's East Tennessee as the first permanent settler of Greene County.  

Anthony was born in Northampton County, Pennsylvania in 1725.  During the year 1778, Anthony led a colony 

of hardy immigrants to the great unknown wilderness west of the Alleganies.  Tradition says the first preaching 

in Greene County was in his house.  A daughter was the first white child born in Greene County. 

 

Anthony Moore was a Founding Elder of the Mount Bethel Presbyterian Church.  The ancient graveyard is 

located on today's Tusculum Blvd., in the heart of Greeneville, has been preserved. 

 

Today, Anthony's farm is at the intersection of the 11E and Morgan Road, where the new shopping center, 

Morgan Square, is being developed. 

 

 

[For additional information see Anthony Moore, a Revolutionary War Soldier.] 



 

 


