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John Hays is a documented soldier by the D. A. R.:  Born c. 1756; died May 5, 1833.  The name of John's first 

wife is not known.  His second wife was Mary 'Polly' Shadden.  In 1826, John filed for Pension based on 'need' 

under the Act of 1818 while living in Jefferson County.  After John's death, his widow Polly who was many 

years younger than John filed for his Pension as well as Bounty Land (Act of 1855).  Polly Hays, who lived in 

Jefferson County appears on the Pensioners List of Knoxville.  She died on August 27, 1859 as stated on the 

Pension Roster.  

   
 

 



 



 

 
 

 

 
 

END NOTE 

Some descendants believe Revolutionary War Soldier John Hays was the son of Nicholas Hays who died 

intestate in 1804 when living in Greene County. 


