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The relationship of Greene County's Pioneer settler David Rankin to other Rankin Families who lived in/near 

the Timber Ridge area, then moved on to Jefferson County, TN, is uncertain.  Only Y-DNA testing could 

'prove' or 'disprove' a bloodline relationship.  However, Richard Rankin, also a Revolutionary War Soldier who 

died in Jefferson had a grandson named David who was killed during the War of 1812.   This David Rankin is 

buried in Fort Williams Military Memorial Cemetery. 

 

Revolutionary War Soldier David Rankin [Senior] received two North Carolina Land Grants; one for 200 acres 

located at the 'Head of Stories Creek' and one for 100 acres located at the 'Head of Sinking Creek'.  This area is 

near today's Tusculum University.  David's son, David Junior [1775-1836] is buried in Mt. Bethel Presbyterian 

Church Cemetery located on Tusculum Blvd., within the Greeneville City Limits.  The founding Elders, 

included James Galbreath, Anthony Moore, Major Temple, and others.  As will be seen in an article of David 

Rankin Senior, this Rankin Family was closely association with the Moore and 'Galbraith' families.  It is said 

these three families migrated together from Pennsylvania to the area that would later become Greene County, 

Tennessee. 

 

On November 27, 1791, Church Elders James 'Galbreath' deeded three acres and four poles of land near the 

head of Richland Creek for ten dollars to  Alexander 'Galbreath', Anthony Moore, and Major Temple.  The 

Church membership later separated over Church Doctrine.  The Cemetery associated with the original Church is 

now known as Old Harmony.  The membership who relocated to today's Tusculum Blvd. area retained the 

original name of Mt. Bethel.  The Mt. Bethel 'Meeting House' was begun sometime before 1815.  Revolutionary 

War Soldier David Rankin Senior died in 1802. His place of burial is not known.  



From Historic Greene County and It's People, page 280: 

 

 



 



WILL OF DAVID RANKIN [SENIOR] 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 


