
WILLIAM AND ZEPHANIAH WOOLSEY 

 

Because William Woolsey died intestate, the relationship between the two men is not certain.  They may have 

been brothers, but based on birth years in D. A. R. records, it is more likely they were father and son.  Both men 

are recognized by the D.A.R. as either Soldiers and/or Patriots. 
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WILLIAM WOOLSEY 

Information from D.A.R. records cite William was born about 1717 in New York and died about 1794 in 

Tennessee.  The records also state William served for Virginia and drew pension.  Although, a man of this name 

did draw Pension, he filed under the Act of 1818 - long after William Woolsey of Greene County, TN, had died.  

The man who drew pension may have been William Senior's son, William Junior, who had remained in 

Virginia, and the brother of Zephaniah. A memorial has been placed for William at the Woolsey Graveyard in 

the Camp Creek area of Greene County:   

Born June 6, 1717; Died 1794 

 

 
Old Woolsey Graveyard. Fragments and/or partial tombstones are visible near the trees in the 

foreground. 

 

 

ZEPHANIAH WOOLSEY 

Information from D.A.R. records cite Zephaniah was born June 3, 1740 (place not stated) and died in Tennessee 

on May 14, 1807. The year seems to be in error because his Will was probated in the Greene County Court in  

1803.  An Estate Inventory and settlement was made in 1807. Zephaniah Woolsey was a Soldier in Virginia; 

but, unfortunately, no Fold3 enlistments are found for him.   

 

William and Zephaniah Woolsey were very early arrivals to the area that would later become Greene County, 

Tennessee.  These were the times when raids by the local Native Americans occurred, and Zephaniah's farm 

was attacked.  Zephaniah, his wife and a daughter were shot and another daughter was scalped, dieing some 

years later. Although neglected for many years and in a state of disrepair, the old brick Woolsey home still 

stands. The ancient family graveyard lies in a field across the road from the family home. 



    
 

 

 

 
 

Zephaniah Woolsey's Will was probated in Greene County in the July 1803 session and documented in the 

Court Minutes: 



 

  
 



 

  
 

 

 
 

Two of Zephaniah's sons 

fought in the War of 

1812: 

Nehemiah (1774-1834) 

served in Captain Joseph 

Hales Company. 

Nehemiah was in Carroll 

County, Missouri, by 

1821. His death was 

caused by unspecified 

"mortal wounds". 

 

William (1782-1846) 

served in Captain 

Penney's Company.  He 

is believed to be buried 

in the Woolsey 

graveyard in Greene Co. 


