
ROBERT KERR SENIOR 

 

Robert Kerr [Senior] was with General Shelby's men at the battle of King's Mountain according to Greene 

County Historian Tim Massey. 

 

 
North Main Street, Greeneville, Tennessee 

 

Robert Kerr Senior was living in what would become Greene County, Tennessee, by  1783 when he appears on 

the very first tax list.  On July 13th of 1786, here he married Agnes Wagoner.  She was Robert's second wife.  It 

is said Robert was born on December 14, 1732 in Mecklenberg County, Virginia.  Land Entries were registered 

between 1784-1786, Warrant #28 and on September 20, 1787, Warrant #528.   One son is known, Robert Kerr 

Junior whose date of birth is given as May 15, 1758.  He, too, obtained Land Warrants on May 12, 1810, 

Warrant #116 and on November 28, 1814, Warrant 758.   Robert Junior married in Greene County on 

December 12, 1786 to Amy George. 

 

Robert Senior owned 300 acres of land and made his home across from the "Big Spring", where he built a log 

cabin and operated a Tavern [McAmis First Settlers and Soldiers, page 348].  The "Big Spring" is an historic 

landmark in today's Greeneville.  The Big Spring is located behind the Greeneville Greene County Public 

Library. 
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Neither Robert Kerr Senior nor Robert Junior are found  in the Greene County Tax List of 1809 or thereafter.  

Robert Senior was deceased by this time [died intestate] and Robert Junior lived in Sevier County by 1807 as is 

documented in a Greene County Chancery Court Record.  [Sevier County was organized in 1794 from Jefferson 

County that had been created in 1792 from the western areas of Greene and Hawkins Counties.] 

 

January 1807 Court Session 

 

 
 

Robert Kerr Junior [1758-1819] is buried in Saffell Cemetery in Sevier County.  The engraving on the stone is 

mostly illegible. 

 



 

From Greeneville One Hundred Year Portrait, by Richard Harrison Doughty 

 

  
 



 

 

 

 
 

The Big Spring 
 

The stone bridge adjoins the parking lot of Walters State Community College 

to the backside of the Greeneville-Greene County Public Library on 

North Main Street.  Seen to the right is the historic home of Valentine Sevier. 

 

The area was beautifully landscaped by the Master Gardner's Club. 

 

 

 

 

 


