
JOHN KELSAY/KELSEY/KELSO 

 

John "Kelsey" is a documented Revolutionary War Soldier by the D.A.R.:  Born January 25, 1745 in Virginia; 

died October 29, 1830 in Missouri.  His first wife was Sarah Harris.  His second wife was Mary Anderson. 

 

 
Kelsay Family Cemetery, Versailles, Missouri 

 

John Kelsay was a Revolutionary War Soldier who fought in the battle of Point Pleasant in Virginia.  At least 

two of the Kelsay brothers [also spelled Kelso] arrived in Greene County by 1792.  In January of that year, a 

deed of Conveyance from James Casey to Moses 'Kelso' was recorded for 200 acres.  In  February,  John 'Kelso'  

appeared before the Greene County Court of Common Pleas to record his 'earmark':  "John Kelso has leave to 

record his earmark to wit his ear mark a crop of the left ear and slit in the same and an under reel in the right 

ear."  He paid 1 shilling to record his 'mark'.   John's son, William, was born in Greene County in June of 1792.  

William would later marry Barthena Harmon, the daughter of George Harmon, who was a noted maker of long 

rifles and William Kelsay would apprentice under his father-in-law. [Refer to the  Greene County Pioneer, 

Volume 28 Number 1 for additional information on the Harmon Families.] 

 

A memorial at Find-A-Grave for the Revolutionary War soldier has been written  by a descendant: 

 

 


