
 

GEORGE GILLESPIE & SONS ALLEN AND THOMAS 

[Washington and Greene Counties] 

Tennessee Historical Marker 1 A 74 

Gillespie Stone House 

This was built 1792 for George Gillespie by Seth  Smith a 

Quaker stone mason from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. 

An early fort originally stood on the site, and was the 

dividing line between Washington and Greene Counties in 

1783.  This house was purchased in 1842 by Jacob Klepper 

and has been preserved by his descendants. 

U.S. 11E, Washington County, near Limestone Station. 

 

  
 

 

 
   

1809 Greene County Tax List, Captain Stanfield District 

   Thomas Gillespie 160 acres Mill Creek "by Conveyance" 

   Allen Gillespie 800 acres Cedar Branch "by Will" 

   John Gillespie  144 acres Chuckey "by Will" 

   George Gillespie [Jr.] 440 acres Chuckey "by Will" 

George Gillespie obtained several Land 

Grants from North Carolina, making him a 

very wealthy man: 

300 acres, North Side Nolachucky River 

211 acres, 'Sedar' Branch, Big Limestone 

394 acres, North Side Nolachucky River 

 

He was married three times.  First to 

Elizabeth Young and after her death to 

Elizabeth Allen.  His surviving widow was 

Martha whose surname is not known.  

Martha's Will was probated on April 24, 

1811.  He is a documented Patriot by the 

D.A.R., whose records cite the names of 

his three wives. 

 

George Gillespie is mentioned by J.G.M. 

Ramsey in his landmark book written in 

1853, The Annals of Tennessee to 

the End of the 18th Century: 

"Brown's settlement extended down 

Nollichucky [River] below the mouth of 

Big Limestone Creek and that neighbor- 

hood being the weakest & first exposed, a 

fort was built at George Gillespie's & a 

garrison stationed in it". [page 146] 

 



 

Roster of Soldiers and Patriots of the American Revolution buried in Tennessee, 

by Lucy Womack Bates   

[George's son, Allen appears on the preceeding page of this list.  Sgt. Allen Gillespie's Pension application 

appears at the conclusion of this article.] 

 

 
 

The Will of George Gillespie [Senior] was proven in the Washington County Court, February 1794 Session.  

Oaths were provided by George Galleher and Henry Earnest.  The Executors of his Estate were wife, Martha, 

and sons George Junior and Allen. 

 

George Senior's widow, Martha, signed her Will on May 28, 1810.  Her Will was probated in Greene County on 

April 24, 1811.  Bequests were made to daughter, Jane King; grand-daughter 'Marthew' King. Jane Hays, 

Marthew Gillespie, daughter of James Gillespie; Daughter, Elizabeth; Son, John; Sons George and Allen; Son, 

James; grand-daughter, Marthew Gillespie, daughter of Thomas Gillespie; Grandsons, Thomas and George 

King, sons of daughter Jane King. Executors: Son, James; Grandson, George Gillespie.  Witnesses: Samuel 

Dunkin, Thomas McMackin. 

 

WILL OF GEORGE GILLESPIE SENIOR [Washington County Will Book, Vol. 1 Pg 32]: 

>>> 

 

>>> 

*

* 

*

* 



 

 



 

SGT. ALLEN GILLESPIE 

  

 
 

  
  

Although a Pensioner under the Act of 1832, Allen Gillespie's name is not shown in the Greene County listing 

of Pensioners.  The location of his farm and residence, may have been in Washington County. 

 



 

PENSION APPLICATION

 

 
 

 

An abstract of Allen's Will filed in Greene County gives the following information: 

 

"To wife, Sarah, negro girl named Esther now in possession of Rev. Samuel W. Doak. Children: James W., 

William S., Polly, Elizabeth Crawford, Martha H. Tyler, George, Thomas, Robert, Sarah, Allen H., Jude 

[Julie?] Ann.  To son, William S., $120 I loaned him when he and his wife went to Nashville.  Pay debt to 

William G. Crawford, husband of Elizabeth. Educate Thomas, Robert and Sarah. Land on Limestone Creek.  

I'm in dispute over land in Virginia.  

 Executors: E. L. Mathes, George Gillespie.   

Will signed 9 June 1842.  

Witnesses: Jacob Miller, John Falls."   

The Will was probated on September 5, 1842. 

 

Allen and his wife, Sarah, are buried in Providence Presbyterian Churchyard in Greene County.  Although his 

tombstone is not fully readable, Find-A-Grave information gives his date of birth as July 26, 1765; and his date 

of death on August 19, 1842. 

 

 

 



 

CAPTAIN THOMAS GILLESPIE 

Few records exist for Thomas, and those  that do are contradictory.    From S.A.R. and D.A.R. documents, 

Thomas was born on July 12, 1754 in Maryland.  He was married in North Carolina on November 11, 1788 to 

Agnes Orr.  His exact date and place of death are uncertain; however, it is generally agreed he died in 1828, 

some say in Limestone in Washington County, while others say Limestone in Knox County.  What is known is 

that he was a Captain of a company who saw service at the Battle of Kings Mountain. 

 

Lineage Book: NSDAR Volume 115:  1915 

  
 



 

SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

 



 
  



 

From Early settlers of Washington County, Tennessee, page 67 

[Published the Jonesborough Genealogical Society] 

Early settler, Captain Thomas Gillespie came to the Nolichucky Settlement circa 1772/1773 with his father 

George. Before coming to Tennessee, the family lived in Rowan and Mecklenburg Counties, North Carolina. 

 

Thomas was the son of George Gillespie II and Elizabeth Young. He was born on July 12, 1754 in Baltimore 

County, Maryland. He married first, Virginia Vance and had a daughter, Annie. He married second, Agnes Orr 

and had children: George III, William G., Amelia, Elizabeth, Martha, Thomas II, James Franklin, John 

McAllister, and Nancy M. 

 

The name Gillespie can be Scottish or Irish, Gaelis Mac Gille Eashuig and Scottish from Mac Giolla Easphig 

and it means servant of bishop. 

 

Thomas fought in the Revolutionary War in North Carolina and was a commander of a company in the Battle of 

Kings Mountain. He also protected forts in what is now northeast Tennessee from Indian attack. 

 

He was of the Presbyterian faith. He lived in Knox County, Tennessee, and was an elder of the First 

Presbyterian Church while there, and a trustee of the first board of Blount College, which is now the University 

of Tennessee. 

 

He had 400 acres of land on Big Limestone Creek located on the north side and 100 acres on Rockhouse Branch 

in 1782. He was a military man, farmer and planter during his life. 

 

Thomas died in September or October 19, 1828, in Limestone, Knox County, Tennessee. His will was written 

on the first Monday of January in the year 1824. 

 


