
SPARLING BOWMAN 

Among the earliest settlers in Greene County, Sparling Bowman signed the 1787 Petition to create a new State - 

The State of Franklin - to be formed from land then part of North Carolina.  This area today is Greene County, 

Tennessee.  Sparling lived an exceptionally long life for the times, and he is thought to buried in Zion 

Presbyterian Church Cemetery in today's Camp Creek area.  His land originated with a North Carolina Land 

Grant for 311 acres on Camp Creek: 

 

   



 

In the year 1829, Sparling made his application for Pension, based on his service in the Revolutionary War: 

 

  

  
 



 

 
 

 

 

 



   
 

 

A 2nd application was file in 1832: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

 



 

  
 



 

  
 



 

 

In 1927 a local descendant wrote a letter to inquire about his ancestor, Sparling Bowman, who had soldier in the 

American Revolution: 

 

  



 

Ten years later, another inquiry was made: 

 

  

  
 



 

 In 1955, descendant Ray L. Bowman applied for a Military Headstone for his Revolutionary War Soldier: 

 

  
 

 

     
     Zion Presbyterian Church Cemetery 


